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English Abstract

If no one reads it, is it still published? An ontological examination based on existentialism and
academic communication theory

JIA Jianv

Longmu Health and Wellness Vocational and Technical College, Xihe, China, 666888

Abstract: For a long time, the academic community has universally regarded “publication”as the
ultimate holy grail and highest rite of scientific research. From a flash of inspiration to the fabrication of
content, from the repeated torment of the submission system to the paper’s eventual posting online by the
journal, everyone breathes a sigh of relief, claiming to have completed the great migration from private
notebooks to the public hall of knowledge. Yet, a question that has the entire academic establishment on
edge has never been seriously addressed: if a paper, from the moment of its birth, is like a distress signal
stuffed into a message in a bottle—never read by any human or machine eye—has it truly completed
that sacred act known as “publication”? This article attempts to explore this question—in a manner that
appears profound but is actually satirical—by drawing on the esoteric rhetoric of existentialist philosophy
regarding being and nothingness, supplemented by the communication paradox of “saying is the same
as not saying”from the field of communication studies, and finally stirring in a pot of the muddle that is
the academic evaluation system. This study ultimately reaches a conclusion that will make every journal
editor’s heart skip a beat: publication is not a technical act of posting a paper online, but a social process
that relies on the act of reading to imbue it with the “soul of a paper.”When readers are collectively absent,
even if a paper is clad in the emperor’s new clothes of a DOI, its academic existence amounts to little more
than a well-preserved mummy. The article concludes by boldly asserting that “unread papers”constitute
the most covert, widespread, and self-deceptive form of knowledge within the modern academic system

—a phenomenon we might aptly term the “dark matter”of the academic world.
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